Deoxycoformycin: an active new drug for indolent lymphomas and hairy cell leukemia.
Promising results in the treatment of indolent lymphomas have been reported with the use of 2'deoxycoformycin. This antimetabolite, an adenosine deaminase inhibitor, also shows particular efficacy in hairy cell leukemia. Of 65 patients treated to date, 44 have achieved complete and lasting remission after a limited course of deoxycoformycin. While results are not as striking as those in hairy cell leukemia, deoxycoformycin may also be a valuable adjunct to alkylating agents in the treatment of CLL. The drug also is being studied in the treatment of mycosis fungoides and other lymphoid neoplasms. Side effects in all neoplasms are dose- and schedule-dependent.